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FLYING MEDICAL SERVICES 
HOSPITAL CENTRES. 

CEDUNA. 
The Murat Bay District 
Hospital. 

PENONG. 
The Penong Memorial 
Hospital 

COOK. 
The Bishop Kirkby 
Memorial Hospital. 

TARCOOLA 
The Tarcoola Hospital. 

RAWLINNA, W.A. 
The Nursing Hostel. 

Matron: Sister F. DOWLING. 
Sisters: J. MILLER, G. 

HITCHCOCK, M. BELL, M. 
BARBOUR, M. TROUP. 

Sisters: L. LOANE 
ROBERTS. 

and J. 

Sisters: M. TARR and M. ROSS. 

Sisters: V. HOLLE 
and D. CLEMENTS. 

Sister E. THOMAS. 

WUDINNA. 
The Central Eyre Peninsula 
District Hospital. 

Matron: Sister B. BARBER. 
Sisters: V. BREALEY, M. DEAN, 

N. VERITY, A. HAY-
W O O D . 

MEDICAL OFFICERS. 
Dr. M. MUELLER, Dr. K. THOMPSON. 

AIRCRAFT. PILOTS. 
, T T

e r d n a l
 J

P l :?£ t 0 r , , • „ Mr. ALLAN CHADWICK. 
de Havilland Dragon , , _ T ^ ^ 

Auster. Mr. G. JOB. 
Lockheed 12. Mr. W. BEDFORD. 

PHARMACIST. 
Miss M. SCHULER. 

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS BASE. 
Ceduna Base Operator: Mr. GEORGE CAMERON. 

Assistant: Mr. J. WARD. 
CROAJINGALONG NURSING SERVICE, VIC. 

Sister I. GWYNNE. 

MAIL-BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Director: Miss R. CAMPBELL. 

HOSTELS FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 
BOWRAL. 

Mr. 6V Mrs. M C L A U G H L I N . 
BROKEN HILL. 

Mr. 6V Mrs. CALDER and 
Miss T. STARLING. 

PORT LINCOLN. 
Mr. 6V Mrs. HUMMER-
STON and Miss D. DUVER. 

MUNGINDL 
Miss M. FARR. 
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The Rush Church Aid Society 
for Australia and Tasmania 

PRESIDENT: The Archbishop of Sydney. 
Hon. Clerical Secretary: Rev. Canon E. Cameron 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. T. S. Holt. 
Organising Missioner: Rev. Canon T. E. Jones, M.B.E., Th.L. 
N.S.W. Deputation Secretary: Rev. J. R. Greenwood, Th.L. 

Victorian Secretary: Rev. E. G. Beavan, M.A. 

VICTORIAN OFFICE: 
Allan's Buildings, 

276-278 Collins Street, 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE: 
135 Bathurst Street, 

Sydney. 
'Phone: BM 3164. 

Telegraphic Address: 
"Chaplaincy, Sydney" 

Melbourne. 

Telephone: MF 8962. 

FIELD STAFF: 
DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE, S.A. 

Ceduna, Penong, S.A.—Rev. T. V. Jones, Th.L., Rev. R. Brooks, Th.L. 

Cowell, S.A.—Rev. B. Bucklarid, Minnipa, S .A. -Rev . A. Williams 
Th.L. Th.L. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA, S.A. 
Orroroo, S.A.—Rev. I. Booth, Quorn, S.A.—Rev. G. Fuhrmeister, 

Th.L. Th.L. 

DIOCESE OF BALLARAT, VIC. 
Otway Mission, Vic.—Rev. T. 

Heytesbury Mission, Vic.—Vacant. Morgan, Th.L.. Beech Forest, 
V i c , and Mr. B. Viney. 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA, 
N.S.W. 

Wilcannia, N.S.W.—Rev. J. Rappville, N.S.W.—Rev. A. R. 
Stockdale, Th.L. Hardwick, 

DIOCESE OF GRAFTON, 
N.S.W. 

DIOCESE OF GIPPSLAND, DIOCESE OF TASMANIA. 
V I C * Tarraleah, Tas.—Rev. W. War-

Croajingalong, Vic.—Vacant. burton, Th.L. 

DIOCESE OF T H E NORTH-WEST 
Murchison Mission Port Hedland Mission. 

Rev. C. W. Rich, Th.L., Rev. D. M. Douglass, Th.L., 
Mount Magnet, W.A. Port Hedland, W.A. 
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The Organising Missioners Letter 
My first word must be one of grateful thanks to the many 

friends who so generously responded to my Lenten letter. 
It is a constant encouragement to us in this work to experience 

the repeated kindness and giving of our friends. The many kindly 
letters that have come in with the monetary gifts gave us all in 
the office a great lift. Thank you all. You will be glad to know tha t 
the outstanding amount to finish the obligations made last year to 
re-establish two areas in the Diocese of the North-west , is now 
only £1,000. 

During the past two years the people of the western section of 
South Australia have been raising funds for the building of an 
Old Folk's Home. The whole organisation has been done by the 
District Council of Port Lincoln and as a result the home has been 
completed at a cost of £60,000. 

The Council approached the B.C.A. asking if the Society would 
undertake to staff and manage the Home and this we have agreed 
to do. All the necessary finance for the maintenance of the 
institution will be found by the Council and it will not be a charge 
on B.C.A. finances. 

We are glad to undertake this service and we feel that the 
request to us was a very fine testimonial to the type of staff B.C.A. 
has in its various activities in that par t of South Australia. 

The Warden and Matron of the Home have already taken up 
residence in order to get everything in order for the official opening 
in June . At a later date other members of the staff will be added. 

This is a big undertaking and a very important one and it is 
good to know that some of our pioneers in the eventide of their 
life will be able to spend it not only in a lovely home in a very 
beautiful setting, but also in one that has a definite Christian setting. 
Pray for this new service of B.C.A. and the staff and inmates of the 
Home. 

I think that it is safe to say that by the time this paper is in 
your hands, we will be in our new home at 135 Bathurst Street. 
You will find it between Castlereagh and Pit t Streets on the opposite 
side to Bennett & Woods. Do come and see us. We regret that 
space will not allow us to have a 'house-warming' , so come and 
look us over as and when you are able. Please note the new address 
for all letters. 

The Annual Fair of the Women's Auxiliary will be held in the 
Chapter House of St. Andrew's Cathedral, George Street, on Friday, 
25th July . Please, remember it. The Fair has grown into a very 
happy affair which beside raising a considerable sum of money for 
our needs, has become an avenue of happy social contact for many 
of our friends. Remember the date and come along. If possible 
bring one of your neighbours with you. 
-•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—•—o—•— 

COVER PICTURE 
Eight-year-old Lyndon Sanderson of Millers Creek talking to his 

teacher at Ceduna. 
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The End of an Era 
G. M. JOB. 

In the world of aviation it is generally recognised that the era 
of the biplane—those classical aeroplanes with two wings mounted 
one above the other—ended soon after the commencement of World 
War II. The very first aeroplane to fly under its own power, the 
machine built by the Wright Brothers in 1903, was a biplane and 
this principle of aircraft design persisted almost unrivalled through-
out the development of the aeroplane for a period of near ly forty 
years. The late 1930's saw the beginning of the change with the 
appearance of one or two radically new designs and it was the 
introduction of increasing numbers of the successful al l-metal mono-
planes which finally sounded the death-knel l of the familiar old 
wood and fabric, wire-braced biplanes. 

The new types were a complete departure from the old style 
and were cleaner in design, more aerodynamic and more efficient 
than their predecessors and with them was ushered in a new concept 
of air transportation. 

Now, with the passing of our faithful old De Havilland "Dragon' ' 
VH-AGI, and its replacement by our recently acquired Lockheed 
12A "S. J. Kirkby", it can truly be said that a new phase has 
commenced for our Flying Medical Services and indeed for aerial 
medical services generally. 

The era past began for the Society early in 1937 when an order 
for a Fox Moth was placed with the De Havilland Aircraft Company 
in Sydney. The "Fox" as it was affectionately called by those who 
knew it, went into service at the beginning of 1938, having been 
bought chiefly to provide transport for the Society's Medical Officer 
between Ceduna, South Australia, and the hospital which had been 
opened by the Society several months previously at Cook on the 
Nullarbor Plain section of the Transcontinental Railway, a distance 
of about 220 miles. 

By to-day's luxury airliner standards the Fox was certainly a 
remarkable aeroplane. A small wooden biplane covered with 
fabric, it was fitted with a single Gipsy Major four-cylinder 
engine driving a six-foot diameter plywood propeller which developed 
130 horsepower for take-off. Petrol was carried in a 20 gallon tank 
in the centre section of the upper wing and was piped to the engine 
entirely by the force of gravity. 

Three passengers could somehow be squeezed into its tiny 
cabin bu t the pilot was obliged to brave the elements by himself 
in an open cockpit behind the cabin and a speaking tube connecting 
the two compartments enabled the pilot and passengers to converse 
whilst in flight. When operating out of small landing grounds it was 
customary to observe the precaution of having the passengers in the 
cabin lean well forward during the take-off, thus ensuring that the 
fore and aft balance of the aircraft was correct. 

Once airborne, however, a more comfortable posture was pe r -
missible. The little machine boasted neither radio nor blind flying 
instruments but for all that it was, for its time, an extremely 
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Planes I and II. Fox Moth and Dragon. 

efficient and reliable small aeroplane, and on the Austral ian Civil 
Aircraft Register it held pride of place with its registration lettering 
VH-AAA. 

Mr. Allan Chadwick of Essendon, Victoria, joined the Society's 
staff as pilot in time to take delivery of the Fox from De Havilland 
works at Mascot in February, 1938, and shortly afterwards flew it to 
its new base at Ceduna where a hangar had been erected to house 
the aircraft. A brief shake-down period followed and then on 8th 
April, 1938, the Society's Flying Medical Services commenced 
operations with the inauguration of a regular monthly flight to 
Cook, which, for the first time enabled the people living on this 
remote section of the Transcontinental Railway to have the oppor-
tunity to consult the Society's Medical Officer at regular intervals. 

Thus, from this modest beginning has grown the very compre-
hensive Flying Medical Services network which to-day covers a 
portion of the Australian continent as large as the combined areas 
of the British Isles. 

At the first the Cook trip was the only route being regularly 
flown but within a few weeks the sett lments of Penong and Coorabie 
were added as ports of call and consultation centres. Calls were also 
made when required at the station homesteads of Colona and 
Nullarbor and it was not long before the sight and sound of "the 
Doctor's Plane" became a familiar feature of outback life along the 
coastal fringe of the Great Australian Bight. 

Contrary to popular belief, the problem of suitable landing 
grounds was a very real one in those early days. Fortunately both 
Ceduna and Cook possessed Government aerodromes entirely suited 
to light aeroplanes but elsewhere it was necessary either to adapt 
existing paddocks or, especially further inland, to clear and level 
airstrips out of saltbush country. Whenever possible it was and still 
is usual to inspect new aerodrome sites from the ground before 
placing them in service, but in the case of medical emergencies this 
was not always practicable and the result at times was somewhat 
ticklish, particularly when what constituted "plenty of room" had 
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to be left to the judgement of some local expert whose practical 
knowledge of aircraft operations was absolutely nil. 

In 1940, the township of Tarcoola, also on the Transcontinental 
Railway but more than 250 miles east from Cook, phoned through 
their first emergency call to Ceduna. Hitherto all the flying work 
had been confined to the coastal areas along the Great Austral ian 
Bight and the Nullarbor Plain. But Tarcoola was nearly 120 miles 
north from Ceduna and in between the two lay a vast tract of 
literally uncharted, uninhabited, waterless sandhill country—hardly 
the sort of place for a single-engined light aeroplane without even 
adequate maps of the region. Nevertheless the case was an urgent 
one so a compromise was struck by flying via Lake Everard Station 
and Kingoonya and then following the railway westwards to Tarcoola 
where a working party had cleared an area supposedly sufficient to 
land on. 

From the Fox, upon its arrival over Tarcoola, the clearing 
seemed impossibly small, but, by adopting "precautionary landing" 
procedure and making the final approach to land at much reduced 
airspeed, Mr. Chadwick managed to bring the little craft in. Even 
so, the chances for take-off were a very different mat ter and this 
point was emphasised very clearly to those responsible with the 
result that the working party once again went into action. After a 
couple of hours ' toil the strip looked just long enough to t ry a 
take-off, and the Fox was manhandled into position at the very 
beginning of the strip. A man was stationed to one side about two-
thirds of the way along the r u n available for take-off, the plan being 
that if the aircraft was not airborne by the time it reached the spot 
indicated there would still be enough space left in which to pull 
up before running out of aerodrome. 

The engine was started and warmed up, the brakes hard on. 
When ready, the engine was given full throttle, allowed to develop 
full power and then, as the brakes were released, the machine 
bounded forward, ran the prescribed distance and was off! 

Later on the Society took over the running and staffing of the 
small nursing hostel which had previously been established at 
Tarcoola and arrangements were made to provide the township with 
a medical service similar to that operating at Cook and Penong. 
This included the construction of an adequate aerodrome at Tarcoola 
which later proved to be the first step towards the creation of a 
further number of medical centres throughout the sheep station 
country up to 300 miles nor th from Ceduna. 

With the cessation of hostilities in 1945 came the opportunity to 
buy surplus aircraft at a price far less than their original cost and 
so it was that the Society purchased an ex-R.A.A.F. De Havilland 
Dragon early in 1946. 

The Dragon, although not a much faster machine, was a big 
step forward from the old Fox. P r e - w a r the type had been used 
by most of the wel l -known commercial operators as a small airliner 
seating seven passengers. Its principal advantages as a medical 
service aeroplane were its carrying capacity, roominess and the fact 
that its operating range to a large extent obviated the necessity to 
refuel at outback centres and it was possible to carry out a trip to a 
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point as far away as Cook and re turn to base at Ceduna with more 
than an hour 's fuel left in the tanks. In addition to all this, the 
security offered by its two engines was of great value especially in 
view of the increasing amount of flying being done over the in -
hospitable country in the nor thern sections of the network. 

From a pilot's point of view the Dragon was a vast improvement. 
Gone was the open cockpit and with it helmet, goggles and flying 
suit. The enclosed cockpit in the very nose of the aeroplane 
afforded excellent forward visibility—something which the Fox had 
badly lacked. There was an electrical system sufficient for a limited 
amount of night flying and the cockpit fittings included a full set of 
gyro instruments for blind flying. The rear of the cabin was 
equipped with two removable stretchers arranged as "upper and 
lower ber ths" and as well there were three passenger seats in the 
centre and forward cabin sections. The interior was not particularly 
noisy in flight and it was possible for pilot and passengers to carry 
on a conversation without much difficulty. On the debit side the 
Dragon was still the old style wooden-framed fabric-covered biplane, 
the space between the upper and lower wings a cage of d rag-
inducing struts and bracing wires and the non-retractable under -
carriage ever dangled in the slipstream below the engine nacelles. 
With its cruising speed of less than 100 m.p.h. it is little wonder 
that it, with similar types, had earned the dubious title of "the 
aeroplane with the buil t- in headwind". 

The twin Gipsy Major engines with their aggregate of 260 horse-
power were ample for normal flying under favourable conditions but 
on really hot calm days in the inland when attempting take-offs 
with a heavy load the aircraft definitely felt underpowered. This 
characteristic the wri ter had forcibly impressed on him on one 
occasion when, comparatively new to "bush" aviation, he carried par t 
of a telephone line home to Ceduna on the undercarriage. 

As was to be expected, the continued expansion of the Flying 
Medical Services meant that the amount of flying being done each 
year progressively increased. The old Fox was now stationed at 
Kyancutta, the closest aerodrome to the hospital staffed by the 
Society at Wudinna in the central Eyre Peninsula district, from 
where it was used chiefly as an aerial ambulance between Wudinna 
and Adelaide. The Dragon meanwhile carried on the bulk of the 
inland work from the main base at Ceduna. It had been fitted with 
two-way radio equipment in 1953 when the Society's Radio Control 
Station was established and it was then possible for any station on 
the network to communicate with the aircraft while it was in flight— 
a real asset in the case of an emergency call being received while 
the aircraft was en route to another destination. However, by 1954 
the demands being made on the one pilot and the one aircraft at 
Ceduna necessitated the engagement of a second pilot and the p u r -
chase of a second aircraft to work as a team with the Dragon from 
the main base. 

The aeroplane chosen for the task was a Percival Proctor Mark 
III. Like the Dragon it had been built during the war for service 
use, originally as a training machine for aircraft-carrier flying 
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Plane No. III. 

Proctor Mark III. 

techniques and later as a light t ransport aircraft for V.LP.s. It 
was a single engine type but a very different proposition from the 
Society's earlier one and it possessed a much higher performance. 

It was a very cleanly designed low-wing monoplane of plywood 
construction and was powered by a Gipsy Queen Series II engine. 
The undercarriage was fixed like that of its predecessors bu t was 
enclosed in streamline fairings which eliminated much of the drag 
associated with non-retractable landing gear. The metal propeller 
was of the variable pitch type, hydraulically controlled from a lever 
in the cockpit, which obtained the maximum possible efficiency 
from the engine's 210 horsepower. Trailing edge flaps enabled rapid 
take-offs to be made and the use of steep angles of descent when 
approaching to land—extremely handy characteristics with small 
landing fields. 

In cruising flight the Proctor could make good a speed of 135 
m.p.h. which considerably reduced the flight times over the various 
routes and it possessed a range of 540 miles. It had a full electrical 
system, complete with an engine self-starter which put an end to 
much of the irksome propeller swinging by hand and it could carry 
four people in its little motor-car style cabin. Luggage was accom-
modated in a separate compartment behind the rear seat. 

Although in many ways it was a good aeroplane from the 
stand-point of the pilot flying it, the Proctor was not a popular 
machine with its passengers. Never very stable in calm conditions, 
it bucked and tossed violently in any turbulence and was almost 
certain to thoroughly try the propensity of the passengers for 
air sickness. Paper bags were considered standard equipment! As 
well as this, the seating arrangements were ra ther cramped and the 
cabin noise level in flight was far too high for normal conversation. 
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Despite these undesirable qualities, the Proctor was operationally 
most reliable, doing all and more than was expected of it. Its advent 
was significant in that it represented a transitional phase in medical 
service aviation, belonging as it did to a new era in aerodynamic design 
but yet clinging to the old methods of wooden aircraft construction. 
Times were obviously beginning to change! 

The Dragon-Proctor partnership worked very well and continued 
for four years during which time both aircraft did their share of the 
work. Generally the Dragon was used for the longer regular 
medical flights to such places as Cook, Tarcoola, Coober Pedy and 
Kingoonya, with the Proctor always on s tand-by for the urgent 
emergency call. Here its higher speed qualified it well for its 
function and there was many an occasion when both machines were 
away from base flying in different parts of the terri tory covered 
by the Flying Medical Services. 

In Ju ly last, however, a small par in an aviation journal 
mentioned the fact that the Zinc Corporation, having purchased a 
new aircraft, was intending to dispose of its Lockheed 12A 
executive aeroplane. The Lockheed, which seemed a likely replace-
ment for the ageing Dragon, had flown only a small number of hours 
since new and had been maintained for its owners by Australian 
National Airways on a "regardless of expense" basis and was in 
superb condition. 

A n approach made to the Company regarding the sale of the 
aircraft bore fruit and after preliminary negotiations an inspection 
and demonstration flight were arranged for the 15th August at 
Melbourne airport. 

The Organising Missioner, the Victorian Secretary and one of 
the Society's pilots attended and were greatly impressed. Here at 
last was a modern all-metal monoplane with power and performance, 
900 horsepower from its twin radial engines and a retractable 
undercarriage giving it a cruising speed of 175 m.p.h., nearly twice 
that of the Dragon. Here was the real passenger comfort so essential 
for a medical officer on a long midsummer trip with a long line of 
patients waiting at the destination, a roomy cabin with adjustable 
armchairs and effective soundproofing. Here was load-carrying 
capacity with space for a stretcher case and two separate luggage 
or freight compartments—ideal for the many items carried to the 
outback hospitals on the regular trips. Here too for the first t ime 
was all the equipment necessary for the conducting of full instrument 
flights—in bad weather or at night, including radio direction-finding 
instruments and those for flying "on the beam", together with really 
adequate radio communication equipment which could be depended 
on regardless of conditions. Here in fact was a modern airliner in 
miniature, ideally suited to the work of the Flying Medical Services. 

But what of the price? Price lists for a new aircraft of very 
similar specification had indicated a figure of £60,000 landed in 
Australia—an utterly impossible situation for the Bush Church 
Aid Society. However, the Zinc Corporation, although naming a 
price, had hinted that it was "charitably inclined". The Organising 
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YOUR DAILY REMEMBRANCE 

1. The Rev. J. and Mrs. Stockdale and the Wilcannia Mission, 
N.S.W. 

2. The Rev. W. and Mrs. Warburton and the Tarraleah Mission, 
Tasmania. 

3. Mr. L. and Mrs. Calder, Miss Jean Starling and the boys of the 
Broken Hill Hostel, N.S.W. 

4. The Rev. T. and Mrs. Morgan, Mr. R. Viney, and the Beech 
Forest Mission, Victoria, and Croajingalong Mission, Victoria. 

5. Mr. and Mrs. Vizor and the Old Folk's Home, Por t Lincoln. 

6. The Rev. G. and Mrs. Fuhrmeister and the Quorn Mission, S.A. 

7. The Rev. I. and Mrs. Booth and the Orroroo Mission, S.A. 

8. Mr. and Mrs. S. Hummerston, Miss D. Duver and the girls in 
Por t Lincoln Hostel, S.A. 

9. Miss R. Campbell, Miss B. Hyett and all their helpers and 
scholars in the M.B.S.S. 

10. The Rev. B. and Mrs. Buckland and the Franklin Harbour 
Mission, S.A. 

11. Mr. Bill Bedford and the patients he carries by air. 
The Staff and patients in the Wudinna Hospital, S.A. 

12. The Rev. A. and Mrs. Williams and the Minnipa Mission, S.A. 

13. The Rev. J. and Mrs. Smith and the parish of Streaky Bay, S.A. 

14. Miss M. Schuler and the work at the Ceduna Pharmacy, S.A. 
Miss Jean Coulter and the Radio Schoolchildren. 

15. Mr. A. and Mrs. McLaughlin and the girls at Bowral Hostel, 
N.S.W. 

16. Miss M. Far r and the girls at Mungindi Hostel, N.S.W. 

17. Mr. G. and Mrs. Cameron, Mr. J. Ward and the staff at the 
Radio Base, Ceduna, S.A. 

18. Mr. A. and Mrs. Chadwick, Mr. M. and Mrs. Job, and the 
Flying Medical Services, S.A. 
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19. The Matron and Staff at Ceduna Hospital, S.A. 

20. Dr. M. Mueller, Dr. K. Thompson and all medical services and 
patients. 

21. The Staff and Hospital Services at Cook and Tarcoola, S.A. 

22. The Rawlinna Nursing Home and Sister- in-Charge, W.A. 

23. Sister I. Gwynne and the work of the Dispensary at Cann River, 
Victoria. 

24. The Rev. C. and Mrs. Rich and the Murchison Mission, W.A. 

25. The Rev. D. and Mrs. Douglass and the Port Hedland Mission, 
W.A. 

26. The Staff and Hospital Services at Penong, S.A. 

27. The Rev. T. V. and Mrs. Jones, the Rev. R. Brooks and the 
Ceduna Mission, S.A. 

28. The Rev. A. R. and Mrs. Hardwick and the Rappville Mission, 
N.S.W. 

29. All students in training for outback ministries. 
The Rev. E. Beavan, the Victorian Committee and office staff. 

38. Canon T. Jones, the Rev. J . Greenwood, the office staff at 
Headquarters and the Council of the Society. 

Thanksgiving:— 
For the continued growth of the work of the Society. 

For the increase in support through prayer and giving. 

For the devotion and service of those who work in the many 
activities of B.C.A. 

For the work of Auxiliaries. 
For opportunities of service in new and old fields. 

PRAY FOR B.C.A. 

SERVE IN B.C.A. 

GIVE TO B.C.A. 
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Missioner offered what he felt the Society could pay for the 
aircraft, and the Company, having in mind the na ture of the Society's 
work, generously accepted. So it was that this valuable and highly 
desirable modern aeroplane was acquired for £8,000—the bare cost 
of a new single -engined American light aircraft. 

On the 1st November the Lockheed was flown from Essendon 
to Adelaide's Parafield aerodrome where the Dragon, its active 
service completed, stood on the tarmac, having been flown from 
Ceduna the previous day. Thus quietly and without ceremony, as 
the aircraft both old and new stood wing tip to wing t ip in front of 
the hangar buildings, ended a pioneer era of medical service aviation 
which had lasted twenty years. 

What of the future? The Lockheed, in the few months it has 
been in service, has thoroughly vindicated itself. Flying times over 
the network's routes have been slashed—even Adelaide is only two 
hours away, forty minutes closer than was Cook in the Fox Moth 
days, and its standards of efficiency, safety and comfort are in 
every way comparable with those of the contemporary small airliner 
and with it, medical service aviation can t ruly be said to have 
"arrived". 

Thus has the Church of England, and in part icular the Bush 
Church Aid Society, cause to give thanks that the means has again 
been provided whereby this Flying Medical Service work can go 
forward at a level which is altogether consistent with the high 
standards of present-day commercial aviation. 

WE HAVE TWO NEW ADDRESSES 

SYDNEY HEADQUARTERS OFFICE IS NOW: 
135 BATHURST STREET, SYDNEY. 

You will find it directly opposite Bennett & Woods. 
• 

THE VICTORIAN OFFICE IS NOW: 
ALLAN'S BUILDINGS, 

276-278 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE. 

The Sydney Office is in need of the services of a General Office 
worker with typing qualifications. Aged 18-20 years. 

Apply to the Organising Missioner. 
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Congratulations to the Rev. and Mrs. J im Smith of Streaky Bay 
on the arrival of a daughter, Annette Grace, on the 6th May. We 
have not been told her Vital statistics' bu t have no doubt that she 
will grow into a handsome lass. 

* * * 
We extend to the Archbishop of Sydney the assurance of our 

thoughts and prayers for him during his long illness, and hope that 
he will soon be well again. 

We regret to record the death of the Bishop of Willochra, the 
Rt. Rev. Richard Thomas. The Bishop was on his way to England 
for the Lambeth Conference and suffered a hear t attack on the boat. 
He later died in England after he had been removed to hospital. 

B.C.A. has had over thir ty years ' association with the Diocese 
of Willochra and with Bishop Thomas since his appointment to the 
Diocese th i r ty- two years ago. He was a man who knew and loved 
his outback and spent most of his time in long and arduous travel 
in lonely places. He will be best remembered for these long journeys 
and constant visitation of his people. 

* * * 
The death of the Bishop of Gippsland so soon after his appoint-

ment to tha t Diocese is a heavy blow to Gippsland and the wider 
Church. 

Ted Davidson, as he was best known to his friends, was an 
outstanding man and Bishop, and one to whom affection was easily 
given. We offer our very real sympathy to his family. 

We are glad to welcome to our staff Dr. Kathleen Thompson of 
Melbourne. The search for a doctor to assist Dr. Mueller at Ceduna 
has been a long one and at times we despaired of ever obtaining 
one with Christian outlook. It is good to know that Dr. Thompson 
has settled in happily and is enjoying the work. 

* * * 
Mr. Brian Richards, who gave sterling service as pharmacist at 

Ceduna resigned from B.C.A. to offer himself for overseas Missionary 
service. While we rejoiced to know that he was entering this 
important field of Christian witness we were very sad at losing one 
whom we had learned to appreciate for his Christian witness. 

We thought the search for a new pharmacist would be as long 
and as frustrating an experience as that for a doctor had been, but we 
were much encouraged when, without loss of time, we found ourselves 
with Miss M. Schuler, who is now installed at the Pharmacy at 
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Ceduna and getting to know her new job. Our best wishes to both 
of these good people. 

* * * 
For some years Mr. and Mrs. Calder have been managing the 

tough job of looking after a small army of boys at Broken Hill. 
We had hoped for assistance for them and now we rejoice to know 
that Miss Jean Starling, who recently completed her training at 
Deaconess House, is assisting them. 

* * * 
Our prayers and good wishes go to Mrs. M. Hordern, who has 

suffered an accident that has again incapacitated her. Mrs. Hordern 
has been a good friend of B.C.A. for long years and we regret that 
her health has prevented her from being present at the Women's 
Auxiliary meetings. 

We are grateful to the Bishop of Canberra and Goulburn and 
also to the Bishop of Bathurs t for the welcome and encouragement 
they have given to our Deputation Secretary. 

In both Dioceses opportunity was given to address the clergy 
in conference and many useful contacts have been made in parishes 
of the Dioceses as a result. 

* # * 
Yet another very successful Garden Par ty has been held by our 

friends in the Hunter 's Hill Parish. We thank the Acting Rector and 
his wife for their co-operation and the Rev. Hugh Linton, Mrs. 
Linton and Mrs. Colvin for the organisation they put into it all. 

* * * 
Congratulations to Mrs. Kershaw and her ladies at Burwood East 

for another successful year's work. They were able to raise £ 9 8 
for the year and stimulated a lot of interest. 

* * * 
Welcome to Miss Barbara Hyett, who has joined the staff of the 

Mail-Bag Sunday School and who is proving a good helpmate to 
Miss Campbell. Our thanks go to Mrs. Macintosh, who came and 
helped out for some months until Miss Hyett came to us. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vizor have joined our staff and have under taken 
the posts of Warden and Matron at the Eyre Peninsula Old Folk's 
Home at Port Lincoln. They have an important task and when the 
Home opens later in the year will have their hands full. We assure 
them of our prayers in this undertaking. 

LISTEN TO THE BUSH PADRE: 

2GB Every Saturday 11.15 a.m. 

2NX Every Sunday 4.45 p.m. 

2CH Alternate Sundays 8.30 p.m. 

2KA 1st and 3rd Fridays each month 4.30 p.m. 
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A Genuine S.O.S. 
Rev. T. V. JONES. 

Is it wor th the money? 
Will its useful period only be short? 

Can it be used effectively in the country? 
Are there other things of higher priority? 

All these questions have been concerning me for some time 
now and recent events here have helped to crystallize fact and make 
me see more clearly than ever that B.C.A. NEEDS a 16m.m. 
MOVIE SOUND PROJECTOR. No, not for deputations. I find that 
the still colour slides are more satisfying, don't you? But we need 
one as a teaching and evangelising medium. 

Let me explain:—At Ceduna there are quite a number of young 
people, though scattered over a wide area. Few of them, however, 
are anyways interested in the things of God, all natural ly are 
exposed to social evils as young people are everywhere. 

There are no facilities in any of the Mission Districts by which 
the minister can reach them simply, attractively and effectively. To 
most of these folk it is practically a physical impossibility to listen 
to anyone talk instructively for five minutes, unless the topic is 
cars, motorbikes, film stars, girls, kangaroo shooting or last week's 
dance. They will, however, sit out a film irrespective of its type 
and the message penetrates both ear and eye. 

Here for some time now there has been an heretical group active 
and zealous. Their method of approach has been the films. The 
milk bar and other cowboys and girls have attended their film 
nights. 

One of our churchmen went into the cafe one night to ask 
these young people why they went to this crusade and did not 
attend their own Church. The answer was simply, 'These fellows 
have pictures and we can unders tand pictures. ' 

It does not follow that we should therefore copy them, but 
frankly they have a method that we should have used ages ago 
in our young people's work, but just have not been prepared to 
ask you who support the Society—what do you think? 

The quantity, variety and quality of good Christian films to-day 
is amazing. The opportunity to use them is staring us in the face. 

Naturally it would be ridiculous for such a machine to reside 
at Ceduna only. The need is the same elsewhere, maybe even 
greater at Minnipa Mission where Ar thur Williams faces difficulties 
of a different kind, also Ian Booth at Orroroo. 

A projector would be an asset measured not by its cash value 
alone, but also by the spiritual horizon it would open to the souls 
of men and women 'without hope and without God in the world.' 

Is it worth £250? 
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'Kappawanta3 

MARGARET CAMERON. 
Recently I had the opportunity of accompanying my husband 

on one of his trips installing new transceivers. It was only a five-
day trip, bu t it was full for all of us, and we quite enjoyed it. 

Our headquar ters were to be Kappawanta station, 30 miles in 
from Elliston. We left Ceduna about 11 a.m. (always endless last 
minute jobs to be done) , and after stopping to watch and photograph 
an unat tended bushfire, we arrived at Streaky Bay and had lunch. 
The trip to Elliston was uneventful and we arrived at the home of 
Mr. P . Parkinson, the council engineer, in t ime for a welcome cup of 
tea. He then gave us instructions to get to Kappawanta . After 
travelling 13 miles along the Port Lincoln road we turned off and 
travelled another 15 miles through very interesting country, a l terna-
ting huge thickets of gum trees and bare stony patches, and then 
the homestead situated among bare stony hills. Mr. and Mrs. 
Sheehan and their family of three boys and governess, Wendy 
Morphett, were waiting for us and we wasted little time in eating 
and getting our three small daughters to bed. 

As our time was limited George unpacked the new 32-volt 
transceiver and displayed it to its new owners that night, and made 
plans for its installation the next day. On the Tuesday the men 
worked hard all day getting the aerial up and finally we three 
women were called to assist by holding the guy wires to steady it. 
Eventually the 45 foot mast was up and in place and then came the 
less s trenuous job of connecting the aerial to the set. As the 
temperature had been high all day the children went down to one 
of the tanks to have a swim after tea. This was very exciting for 
our girls as they had never seen an open tank before and needless 
to say were a bit wary about entering the water. However, Wendy 
gave them all tu rns of "boats" and they were quite happy then. 

On Wednesday morning Mr. Sheehan left with the men to start 
mustering, and Wendy and Terry, aged 7, went to bring the landrover 
back and to collect a sheep dog from a neighbouring property. Mrs. 
Sheehan drove George into Elliston to catch Bill Bedford's plane, 
which was to take him to Flinders Island, where he installed another 
transceiver, staying overnight and re turning to Kappawanta the next 
night with Mr. Parkinson. Until midday Wednesday I was on my 
own at the station with my three girls and Patrick, aged 5, and the 
Transceiver. I had never handled one before but we got through 
well and I was able to take Patrick for his reading in the Radio 
School Lesson, and made contact with George on Flinders Island 
later in the day. 

Thursday was another warm day and in the afternoon I took 
the children for a walk to the woolshed and up one of the small 
hills. An outstanding feature of this par t of the country is the 
numerous stone fences which run for miles over the undulat ing 
hills. During the 1890's men were employed at 15 / - a week to 
divide the paddocks in this manner . Averaging 4 to 5 feet in height NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESSES ON PAGE 12. 
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of carefully packed stone these fences are now becoming a nuisance 
as they fret and wash away. In many places modern wire fences 
are being erected alongside. 

After dinner George showed our colour slides, particularly a 
sequence which depicts an average day at the Control Station. 
Before going to bed that night we convinced Mrs. Sheehan to take 
the opportunity of our visit to go into Port Lincoln (130 miles away) 
to the dentist and have a wisdom tooth attended to, so she and 
George left early Friday morning and Wendy and I coped with 
meals, school lessons and six children. As shearing was starting on 
Monday, we went down to the shearers' quar ters and washed up all 
the utensils and crockery, etc. What a wash up! After that I took 
all the children back to the homestead and showed them some 
colour slides. They were very intrigued with the "pictures on the 
wall" and were a good audience. We had all the children in bed 
by the time George and Mrs. Sheehan arrived back with 27 loaves 
of bread and endless other stores for the shearers. 

We intended to leave on Saturday morning but postponed our 
departure till after our baby's 2 p.m. feed. Mr. Sheehan took us 
for a short run round the property to a water hole where we took 
some snaps and then back for dinner. Then came our daughters ' 
thrill—Daddy would climb the apple tree and they could too. It 
was the biggest apple tree I have ever seen and it was loaded. We 
picked about 3 large cases altogether and didn't make much of an 
impression on it. We brought home a carton for ourselves and also 
some lovely big figs, so I had fun in the kitchen for a few days 
after our re turn. It seemed strange to see apples and pears growing 
so profusely so far north, but it seems that abundant water makes 
this possible. Several large vegetable gardens and small orchards 
prove the point. 

The area is very stony and as a result when the rain falls it 
runs off the rock layers and collects in soaks in the hollows. Thus 
unlimited water at shallow depth is available over most of the station 
in all cases fit for stock, and in most for human consumption. This 
fact, in conjunction with the areas of large eucalyptus trees, accounts 
for the name Kappawanta, which means in the old local native 
tongue, "trees and water". 

We left Kappawanta at 3 p.m. and after watching the breakers 
pounding in at Elliston, we travelled on to Minnipa where we stayed 
the night with Ar thur and Pat Williams. We arrived home about 
midday the following day and quickly slipped back into routine. 
So now you know the answer to that irritating question, "Did you 
enjoy your holiday at Kappawanta?" 

COME AND SEE US IN OUR NEW HOME 

AT 135 BATHURST STREET. 
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Por t Hedland. 
31st March, 1958. 

Dear Everyone, 
Our trips to and from Per th were most adventurous—if I tried 

to describe in detail the nightmare of a journey from here to Roe-
bourne—the 128 miles took nine hours—in torrential ra in (the met. 
people and the road board secretary's information on the desperate 
drought south was VERY wrong!) or our excitement getting ourselves 
and the car on to a ship to get through to Carnarvon I'd be 
writing all day—and you wouldn' t have time to read it anyway. 
In spite of cyclones and closed roads we did get to Pe r th to meet 
Don's mother and father. It was wonderful to see them and their 
trip meant a great deal to Ian. We enjoyed our stay very much—it 
was fun to see the shops and I fear I spent an awful lot! Still we 
can't see what we buy here . Don unfortunately had got some wog 
up here and was pret ty sick in Perth . He is much better now and 
the Doctor assures us it isn't 'lethal'. 

Coming home we again met a cyclone. Again Judy and I were 
able to get on to a ship at Carnarvon bu t poor Don and Ian were 
stranded in Carnarvon for a week before the roads were opened. 
Then they had a pret ty energetic tr ip through digging themselves 
out of bogs. Ian was wonderful and didn't complain once, and it 
must have been pret ty boring for the little fellow in the hotel. He 
had lots to tell me when he came home—emus, kangaroos, etc., and 
of course the landrover that pulled them out of one of their bogs. 

I intended to wri te as soon as I came home but I'm glad I 
didn't because I wasn' t feeling very enthusiastic about this par t of 
the world then. I am now—we have had so many encouragements. 
The house, after two cyclone storms, was full of red dust. J u d y 
was covered in prickly heat within half a day and the garden was 
very overgrown after all the rain, also it was hot. 

Our chief encouragements have been in our Sunday School 
work and in the fact tha t we now have a really good weekly Bible 
Discussion and prayer group. Mrs. Checker and the Sister a t the 
hospital have both joined our Sunday School staff—with Coral and 
me. There have been over 35 there each week—and Mrs. Seymour 
has offered to help with the Kinders, too. We desperately need a 
man teacher as the boys are beginning to come along well—I had 
five over 10 in my class on Sunday with the five girls and there 
were three younger lads too. Our Tuesday night group has been 
very good this year—seven of us every time and the studies on 
James have been very well worthwhile. 

Our first meeting for the year of the Young Wives' group was 
encouraging too. There were twenty here on Monday night—we 
played games and farewelled two of our members, Mrs. Smith Ryan 
(my neighbour) and Mrs. Petter, both re turning to Per th , and 
welcomed five new folk. Two half-caste women came and mixed in 
quite well really—they are very shy people. Do pray about this 
contact. The attendances at the Services here have not increased 
but Don was encouraged at Roebourne last Sunday. 

Cheerioh—Don, Ian and Judy join me in love to you all. 
Margaret. 


